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by Alaa Jahshan
        Listening to Jane Bunnet and the Spirits of Havana improvise through a fusion of 
Jazz and Caribbean beats is like watching a painter create a masterpiece before your 
eyes. Jane Bunnet and the Spirits of Havana performed for their third time at Antioch 
College. After playing a piece that got many heads bobbing, Jane Bunnet introduced 
the band, including her husband Larry Cramer on trumpet, Osmany Paredes on piano, 
Yunior Terry on bass, Jorge Najarro on timbales, and Arturo Stable on congas.
        Bunnet’s performance on the soprano saxophone was far more enticing than her 
solos on flute. She improvised and performed with fluid technique that was easily 
moving. Her squeals and reaches into the upper registers were very exciting to hear 
coming out of a soprano saxophone. Paredes’ hands could be seen from time to time 
jumping up and down, dribbling into many juice chords and arpeggios. Terry’s skill 
in playing bass was very integral to the performance of the group, as were the two 
percussionists. The three added a lot by being singers and improvising for short bits 
within the pieces they played. Solos by Cramer were wonderful yet sometimes felt 
pushed. As commented on by several audience members, the sextet did not perform 
so harmoniously together, yet still were extremely skillful.  
        After some encouragement from the band, people started salsa dancing down 
the aisles of Kelly Hall. Jane Bunnet and the Spirits of Havana had not failed to stir 
people’s hips that night. At one point, Cramer called on any Spanish-speaking people 
to help with a collective performance with the audience, who were very pleased with 
their performance.  
        The gallery in the third floor of South Hall includes work by Dennie Eagleson 
and pieces from the exhibition, “Cuba: Siempre Viva” comprised of eight Cuban 
photographers. The eight Cuban photographers are internationally known. Work from 
Cuba: Siempre Viva was more abstract in conception. The graphically striking, richly 
textured portrait’s shows how diverse lives in Cuba are.  In 1994, Eagleson traveled to 
Cuba at a time when tourism was expanding and was relied on heavily for its 

economy. She writes, “My camera became a way for me to interact with people on 
the street. I was taken with the serendipity of the place, the play of light and shadow 

on textured, faded walls, the intensity of human interaction, the resourcefulness, and 
the weariness.” She also used pinhole and plastic lens cameras to play with light and 
shadow in a more natural way. Images became more about, “gesture, abstraction, 
and allowed a kind of playfulness.” The warm images created by Eagleson were 
wonderful portraits of people, especially when she uses light and shadow strongly in 
an image. “Man in Window” shows a skinny old man looking out a window holding 
a cigarette. “Danger”, shot with a pinhole camera, shows a dog lying on the floor with 
interesting shapes and colors stretching out around the dog.  
        

By Jeanne Kay
On Friday, February 22nd, Interim 

President Andrzej Bloch announced to the Antioch 
Community “the reconfirmation of the decision to 
suspend operations of the college on June 30th for 
at least one academic year.” Students, faculty, staff, 
alumni and Yellow Springs residents gathered, 
like they had many times since last June, for an 
emergency community meeting in McGregor 113. 
The Interim President had just flown back from 
Los Angeles, where the Board of Trustees (BOT) 
meeting was still being held, to present the college 
community with the resolution of the trustees’ 
discussions concerning the immediate future of 
Antioch College.  

The discussions took place on Thursday 
the 21st, Bloch specified in a later interview; they 
started early in the morning and lasted until the 
mid-afternoon. The negotiating team, composed 
of Chancellor Toni Murdock, Chair Art Zucker, Chief 
Financial Officer Tom Faecke, and two attorneys, 
presented the trustees with a report based on their 
negotiations with the Antioch College Continuation 
Corporation (ACCC.) The trustees, Bloch said, 
“concluded that there weren’t sufficient material, 
sufficient grounds, to take action.” Therefore he decided, 

with the approval of the board, to come back to campus 
to inform the community.

The decision to make the announcement, 
however, came as a surprise for many stakeholders. 
“When I went to community meeting on Friday I had no 
idea what was going to be said and nobody, to the best 
of my knowledge, had been informed in the ACCC” 
declared Steve Schwerner, ACCC and Alumni Board 

member; “my first reaction was why now? There’s 
nothing in that statement that the Board hadn’t said 
before; this could have been just as easily done on 
Monday.”  Lynda Sirk, Former Special Assistant 
to the COO and Director of Public Relations, who 
declared to not be working under a specific title at the 
moment, stated: “they [the trustees] had an agonizing 
day on Thursday and they didn’t want to hold people 
in limbo past that… Not telling anything would have 
been far more damaging.”

Yet even the Community Managers, who 
had flown to Los Angeles for the meeting, had not 
been informed about the announcement.  Community 
Manager Chelsea Martens mentioned having learned 
“by a text message from a student” that an emergency 
community meeting had been called. When she called 
Bloch for information, “he portrayed a different 
picture than what has been happening; he just said that 

nothing earth-shattering was going to be announced 
and that I didn’t need to come back.” She recalled 
feeling “frustrated” and “misled” when she listened to 
the podcast of the Friday community meeting; “I was 
confused: there was a decision when negotiations were 
still happening.” 

When she came back to campus, Community 
Manager Chelsea Martens had another version of events 
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By Erin-Aja Grant 
 In the last 7 days there have been two community meetings held, mainly 
about the same thing. The much-anticipated University BOT meeting held in L.A. 
was supposed to provide some clarity about the intentions of the AC3 and the status of 
acquiring Antioch College. Both meetings talked extensively about the BOT meeting 
and the AC3 but differed in their message.
  On Friday Andrejz Bloch called an emergency community meeting that was 
facilitated by ComCil chair Levi Cowperth-Waite and fourth year Sara Buckingham. 
There was no CFB, announcements, or ‘thank yous’ but it was very much a community 
meeting. This meeting was met with great anticipation from the community since 
Andrejz and Linda Sirk had been in L.A. and CG remained in L.A. for the results 
of the University BOT meeting that commenced this last weekend. When Andrejz 
made his announcement on Friday the community had a mixed bag of emotions. 
Many did not understand, as Andrejz described,  “As the University’s reaffirmation 
that the college will be closing as of June 30, 2008.”  Faculty members like Chris 
Smith asked questions as well as community members, staff, and students. Many felt 
disheartened by the news because the media was awaiting the community’s’ reactions 
about the closing of the college. Antioch Alum, former staff, and AC3 member Steve 
Schwerner was openly in opposition to Andrejz’s announcement. He said the AC3 
asked for Eric Bates and David Goodman to go to L.A. and they were not allowed. As 
questions were fired at Andrejz many were left unanswered. 
 Fast forward to Community meeting on Tuesday. This was a standard meeting 
on the normal schedule. There were many ‘thank yous’ and some CFB requests before the 
topic of the BOT weekend was addressed. CG reflected on L.A. and the people they met 
and discussed with. CM, Chelsea Martens read from a statement that CG has prepared for 
the community in the guise of an informative letter. Many times CG’s statements along 
with the letter directly contradicted what Andrejz said including the details describing 
how the situation was handled. While OM Corri Frohlich was silent, it was obvious 
that both EM Rory Adams-Cheatham, and CM Chelsea Martens, were outraged after 

presenting the 
letter that stated, 
“There are more 
possibilitis in 
Antioch Collee’s 
future than was 
expressed this 
past Friday and 
organizational 
meetings are 
taking place this 
week to work 
towards the 
continuation and 
success of our 
home.” 

During 
the Tuesday meeting Andrejz also announced that both parties had agreed on certain 
terms and then presented them to the community. He couldn’t verify who on the AC3 
had agreed to the statement he read on both the AC3 and BOT’s behalf. Controversial 
topics were brought to light during this short, yet frustrating community meeting. 
Scott Warren called the community’s attention to a fallacy called ‘natural language’. 
Linda Sirk faced difficult questions when asked about the media’s presence on campus 
and the lack of communication to the media collective. Mixed feelings swelled the 
room after she stated, “Both Andrejz and I left our cell phones chargers in the hotel, 
in L.A.” Andrejz seemed to dodge questions that Steve Schwerner and others asked 
about his authority to present “joint statements” about the AC3 and BOT negotiations. 
AC3 member Steve Schwerner said, “The board cannot speak for the AC3.”

by Alex Mette
Alex: What do you most often do in your 
room?
Paul Z: Tend to my herbs and fauna

Alex: So Mr Zink tell us, what is your home 
decor secret?
Paul Z: Salvation

Alex: Salvation from what?
Paul Z: I kind of unconsciously obsess about 
picking up the little but that is left behind from 
everything?

Alex: You mean like taking stuff out of the 
trash and eating it?
Paul Z: Precisely...no! that is gross and you will 
get sick if you do that....and its illegal

Alex: What is your favorite part about your 
room?
Paul Z: The fire alarm. No, definitely my oxygen 
making friends.

Paul Z: Ask me about my lamp
A: Question 79 Whats the deal with that lamp?
Paul Z: It gives off this nice orange glow.  And 
orange is the color of happiness they say.  The 
blue and the yellow turn into green.  (Ed, Bryan, 
look into that.)

Alex: Next question.  Tell us something about 
your room that we might not notice usually, like 
a trapdoor.
Paul Z: On this side of Mills we get sun from 
dawn ‘til dusk.

Dispatches from community meeting

Antioch Cribs: Paul Zink
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REAL WORLD NEWS

By Daniel McCurdy
   Cuba has a new President, Raul Castro, brother 
of Fidel. From the New York Times to the Washington 
Post, news networks are saying, “there is no difference”. 
Along with this view come the stereotypical views of an 
authoritarian Cuba, in which Castro’s words and views 
are the rule. However, Cuba’s system is much more 
complex.
   The Cuban National Assembly, made up of 
representatives both old and young, elected Raul Castro 
President. José Ramón Machado Ventura, a former 
health minister and alleged communist hardliner, was 
elected as the first vice president, and Ricardo Alarcón 
was re-elected as the Assembly’s president. Most of the 
high positions are still held by the ‘old guard’.
   After Raul was elected president, he addressed 
the assembly, and, in his main message said that he 
would “assume the responsibility that you have given 
to me with the conviction that the Commander in Chief 
of the Cuban Revolution is only one person.” As for 
Cuba’s last leader, Raul said: “Fidel is Fidel. We all well 
know that Fidel cannot be replaced. And the people will 
continue their work when he is not here physically.” He 
also added that he would continue to consult his brother 
on important issues. 
   In dealing with Cuba’s situation, Raul 
proposed to decentralize some power by strengthening 
provincial government and to restructure and modernize 
the bureaucracy. “Today, a more compact structure is 
required”, said Raul. In criticizing present Cuban 
institutions, he said, “we should never believe that what 
we have done is perfect.” According to the NY Times, 
in talking about the hard-pressed Cuban economy, Raul 
said he would lift some of the regulations that strangle 
private enterprise and that he would gradually revalue 
the Cuban peso, now nearly worthless, to allow people 
on miserly state salaries to earn a better living. “The 
country has a priority to satisfy the basic needs of the 
population, both physical and spiritual,” he said.
   On the U.S. campaign trail,  Democracynow! 

reports that Republican 
Presidential frontrunner 
John McCain criticized his 
Democratic rival Barack 
Obama for saying he would 
be willing to meet with Raul 
Castro. McCain said “Raul in 
many ways has a worse record 
than Fidel and again I think 
it’s naive to think you can sit 
down and have unconditional 
talks with a person who has 
been part of a government 
that has been a state sponsor 
of terrorism not only in the 
hemisphere but throughout the 
world.”
   The Bush 
administration has not failed 
to give its opinion on the 
situation. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice urged Cuba’s government “to begin a 
process of peaceful, democratic change by releasing all 
political prisoners, respecting human rights and creating 
a clear pathway towards free and fair elections.” Rice 
asks for some things that, to the international community, 
even the US government cannot seem to deliver. With 
human rights abuses all over the world, from Iraq to 
Guantanamo, and political prisoners of their own (if 
that’s how the US government defines prisoners that are 
a “threat” to Cuba), the US government does not seem 
in a legitimate position to request such changes. 
   On the other hand, free and fair elections 
happen in Cuba, but in a different type of democracy, 
a parliamentary one party system. Furthermore, Cuba’s 
assembly is almost evenly made up of men and women, 
with women holding over 43 percent of seats. In 
contrast, the Center for American Women and Politics 
show women in the US Senate at 16 percent and in the 
House of representative at 16.1 percent. Additionally, 

representatives to the Cuban’s National assembly are not 
paid as such, said a Nicaraguan lawyer, Miguel Mairena. 
“To be a representative is a position of exclusive and 
distinguished honor, which is held by people practicing 
innumerable careers and professions, from doctors to 
lawyers and professors,” said Mairena.
  Nevertheless, many news networks still view 
the prospects for change as unclear. Some even report 
there is none. The end of a New York Times article reads, 
“”Fidel was here, now the brother comes,” said Jose 
Clemente Calvo, 58, a retired janitor, who was sitting 
on a park bench in Havana. “There is no difference.” 
On the other hand, Cuban social worker Alexis Acosta, 
interviewed by Telesur, said that Raul “has, without a 
doubt, won the merit of being at the forefront of this 
revolution, but revolutions are not made with only one 
man, they are made when the people want to make them, 
and, since January of 1959 the Cuban people decided to 
change their course and will maintain it,” he assured.

Doomsday Vault Open for Business
A somber ceremony marked the completion of 

construction on an enormous seed storehouse dubbed 
the “Doomsday Vault”.  Built over four hundred feet 

inside of a mountain on the Norwegian Svalbard islands 
near the Arctic Circle, the facilities’ physical plant is 
reminiscent of a James Bond film circa the 1970’s. The 
facility houses numerous genetic varieties of all known 
crops cultivated by humans. Cary Fowler, the projects 
Executive Director, said, “crop diversity will soon 
prove to be our most potent and indispensable resource 
for addressing climate change, water and energy supply 
constraints, and for meeting the food needs of a growing 
population.” With half of the worlds species predicted 
to be extinct in the next century due to climate change, 
Fowler may be right.

Brown Opens Doors for Low Income Students 
In a move that mirrors other Ivy League 

universities, Brown has eliminated tuition for students 
whose parents earn less than sixty thousand dollars a 
year.  The University also plans to supplement tuition for 
students whose parents make under a hundred thousand 
dollars. Ruth J. Simmons, the president of Brown, said 
“today, we take another major step forward to ensure 
that our nation’s best students from lower- and middle-
income families can attend Brown and graduate without 

the enormous burden of college debt.”  

San Francisco’s New College Loses Accreditation
A self-described “quirky institution” has 

 INTERNATIONAL BULLETINSBy Daniel McCurdy and Carl Reeverts

New President For Cuba
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REAL WORLD NEWS

recently lost accreditation and a good portion of state 
and federal funding, and is looking forward into 
uncertainty, amid solid fears that it may shutter its doors. 
The New College of San Francisco has been suffering 
from severe financial difficulties for years, which lead 
to the accrediting board placing the institution on a 
warning in June of this year. The result of the warning 

prevented over three million dollars of federal monies 
from reaching the school in the form of financial aid. 
Without that crucial money, the school stopped paying 
faculty and postponed the winter semester indefinitely. 
The enrollment dropped more than half this year to only 
four hundred students, adding to the crisis. The College 
is located in the mission district in the heart of the city.

Earthquake Hits Britain
In what is being considered the biggest 

earthquake to hit England in a quarter century, thousands 
of homeowners are now reeling from the cost and cleanup 
of the 5.2 magnitude tremor. The epicenter affected the 
area around Market Rasen in Lincolnshire.  Though 
minor in scale by comparison, the quake will still run up 
the tab for insurers who claim that the damage is likely 
to cost them in the upper tens of millions of pounds. 
Though it is unclear which fault line is to blame, most 
believe that the East Midlands fault line had ruptured.

New ‘Book of Life’ Looks to Include Everyone 
A group of scientists and educators have been 

assembling an online volume that will eventually log 
all of the planets nearly two million species of plants 
and animals. The first part of the ‘encyclopedia of life’ 
contains over thirty thousand pages and is being touted as 
significant addition to the library of human knowledge, 
comparable to that which came after the invention of 
the microscope in the 1600’s.  The tome, the “ultimate 
field guide,” will attempt to log all organisms from 
the six kingdoms including viruses, which are still in 
contention on whether or not they are living. The project 
is expected to be complete by 2017.

House Approves Bill to Strip Polluters of Special Tax 
Breaks

Despite a veto threat, the House recently 
approved an eighteen billion dollar energy bill that 
favors renewable power industries. The bill may have 
a tough fight in the Senate, as three similar bills failed 

this year on the floor before garnering a vote.  The bill 
would remove a special tax break to the top five largest 
American oil companies, bringing an additional two 
billion dollars per year in tax revenues.  Oil industry 
interest groups are crying foul and are threatening 
to transfer the cost to consumers, though the cost 
would amount to an increase of one cent per gallon. 
The money collected would be used to fund research 
towards renewable energy sources like solar, wind 
and geothermal and boost competitiveness in the fast-
growing energy sector. 

Panel Approves Major Increases in AIDS Funding
The House committee on Foreign Affairs has 

voted to nearly triple AIDS related funding around the 
world, primarily in areas in Africa where infection rates 
are at epidemic levels. The increase is overdue, having 
been long delayed by partisan bickering. Republicans 
have balked at the removal of a clause that would require 

that a third of all funding for AIDS related projects be 
devoted to abstinence promotion. The clause has been 
removed, but some stipulations are still in effect. With 
over six thousand new infections everyday, the Foreign 
Affairs Committee has been moved to act swiftly in 
boosting international efforts to curb the disease’s 
deadly march.

More military aid for Indonesia

With the new Pentagon budget this year, 
military aid for Indonesia will possibly increase. Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates spoke in the Indonesian capital, 

Jakarta, saying, “We have always realized that our own 
democracy’s strength ultimately depends on the strength 
and independence of other democracies around the 
world–including new ones such as Indonesia.” According 
to DemocracyNow!, human rights groups continue to 
speak out against the unclear and unaccountable abuse 
record the Indonesian military holds.

Mediation in Kenya Suspended
   After failing to achieve any consensus in 
meetings between the struggling government and a 
large opposition group in Kenya, which have been 
feuding since December, Kofi Anan decided to suspend 
negotiations. The crisis came into life after the December 
elections for president, in which Mwai Kibaki won but 
was accused of massive fraud by the opposition, headed 
by Raila Odinga.
   According to Al-Jazeera, Kofi Anan expressed 
disappointment, caused by the “attitude of the political 
class,” and accused Odinga and Kibaki of “hiding 
behind their negotiating teams.” Kofi felt that only if the 
leaders accelerated their commitment to arriving to a 
consensus, they help alleviate instability in the country.
 To date, Telesur reports that the political and 
ethnic conflicts in Kenya
have caused 1,500 deaths and 400,000 refugees.

Pakistan Blocks Youtube
   In an attempt block Google’s Youtube within 
its borders, Pakistan blocked it worldwide for a couple 

of hours this past Sunday. President Pervez Musharraf 
ordered the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority to 
block out Youtube because he felt there were certain 
videos, which attacked Islam, which could destabilize 
the Pakistani Muslim population.
  According to the New York Times, “as part of its effort 
to block YouTube within the country, Pakistan Telecom 
created a dummy route that essentially discarded 
YouTube traffic, sending it into what Internet experts 
call a black hole.” This dummy was then accepted by 
various communications companies around the world, 
which caused an anti-Youtube domino effect. Youtube 
started correcting the error by telling Internet service 
providers to go around Pakistan’s dummy route.  
  Communications director at Free Press in Washington 
D.C., Craig Aaron, said “maybe this Pakistan instance 
was an anomaly,” but it certainly should be raising 
alarms that we should be paying a lot more attention to 
our international Internet security.”

 INTERNATIONAL BULLETINSBy Daniel McCurdy and Carl Reeverts
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Dear Antioch,
Between periods of extreme stress and sadness I have thought about what this all means for me and my future, but mostly my heart goes out to others.  I came here 

not too sure about how I would feel about this place, in fact, after I came here to visit I had a lot of doubts about whether I really wanted to come here.  I remember that 
some people were doing an art project called ‘Antioch is Fucked’ and I asked them, “Is Antioch fucked because of us (the incoming class) or without us?”  “Both,” they told 
me.  While I have come to realize that while they had a point, there is also a lot of “the new class is so watered-down, the real Antioch is dead, etc.”  Well, for my part, I’m 
pretty watery but besides our poor grassroots recruitment I think that people always idealize the past.  Antioch may only have a hundred students but it remains a vibrant 
community and an amazingly educational place.  I think that Antiochians remain concerned about this place, what it is becoming, what it maybe used to have been, because 
the idea of Antioch is so beautiful.  That same idea remains today.  It is, and always has been, an image.  Despite that, Antioch, the people here, the environment, has helped 
to me find that image for myself, not of a flourishing progressive bastion of education and social activism, but of the personal.  For me there is always an ideal, and there 
is reality, what we want to become, and what we are.  Whether these differences are real or just mental, Antioch has taken me closer to my image of the world and myself 
than I have ever experienced.  I have seen glimpses of what life can be and I think that the freedom that Antioch creates, freedom to express as well as to learn, makes it a 
sanctuary.  

It is a sanctuary and it is a bubble but it also values discomfort, and applies that value to education.  Antioch, more than anywhere I have ever been, challenges 
you.  It’s dialectic though, while some students value the importance of trauma as part of education, it is also an amazingly accepting place.  I have never felt free to act in a 
way that is so liberating of social boundaries.  I have always felt that even though Antioch has its own social norms and expectations, at the very least, as long as you aren’t 
hurting anyone, you will be left alone.  I think that’s something I was looking for too, I think here, acceptance comes second, after the trials and judging and social abrasion, 
we are allowed to settle into this place and from that comes a more true identity.  Maybe its because it would be impossible to live so intimately in a small community and 
maintain a front to the world, but whatever the case, I feel that Antioch has moved beyond acceptance to the point where I feel valued.

For all my thoughts though, and all my stress about leaving and what may be next, I also feel energized.  I know that deep below my chaotic day-to-day life I have 
gained so much from Antioch that when I leave I will take with me.  I will bring that image with me and continue to strive to become closer to it.  Just as ultimately I may 
find that becoming satisfied with myself and becoming some image of the future and the ideal are one in the same, Antioch has taught me things that I already knew.  I 
thought Antioch could teach me to be an activist but it has taught me that it cant be taught, that it comes from inside and must be so important that it perseveres through 
whatever barriers inevitably arise.  For me it has been self-doubt and remains so, but Antioch is not a place, the things it has shown me do not depend on these buildings, or 
these people, or anything that makes Antioch what it is, and what it means that its closing.  The way I think of it now, it has never been permanent and it was never meant 
to be.  I think people fear leaving, or create myths like drinking from the Yellow Springs because we want to hold on to this place and what it allows us to be.  I helped to 
protect myself when I came here by saying that this is not something that will define my life, its just one part, its not supposed to be more than a place that provides some 
opportunity but its not permanent.  

For me it’s not permanent and for no one it is but as a student and as someone who has come here and gained things, as well as hopefully giving something too, 
my time here does not need to be long.  Two years, or four years, or six years, eventually I must leave.  In the same way I have protected myself coming here, I protect 
myself leaving.  Even as I say it, sounding resolved and maybe defeated, I know that I haven’t been defeated, and neither has Antioch but its because of those people that 
stay and who have stayed that make that true.  For the people who have been here before me, who are leaving a place that is more than a temporal, that alters the course of 
my life but does not slow its progression, those are the people I am sad for.  To me, they are the ones who have created the real Antioch, not an idealized image of the past 
but what is now and what is real.  It is easy to fall into a mindset where we talk about the legacy, the name, the past, as we move away from it, but it’s the embodiment of all 
those things that is truly precious.  Antioch can only be defeated when all that it means is left with these decaying buildings, when it becomes burdened by administrative 
overhead, and crippled by financial exigency.  What is important is that while all that stands in the background we continue to strive for justice and to pursue knowledge.  
My whole life I have been an observer, and I have remained one largely throughout this last year, Antioch has not criticized me for that, even as we talk about action its 
not a contradiction.  Antioch has taught me to watch first and then act.  That actions must be deliberate, that good intentions are not enough.  I will not leave here defeated 
because I have grown, I have been inspired, and I continue to be.  My heart goes out to the people who cannot so easily take what Antioch has given them and carry it to the 
next city.  To the people who have roots here, and those for whom Antioch is more than what it has done for me.  It is the collection of what it does for all of us, but above 
all it is what we can do.
Love,
Alex Mette

By Jeanne Kay
It was not easy, on Tuesday morning, 

for AdCil members to discuss the first items on 
the agenda as if Friday’s announcement had not 
happened.  The state of aggravated uncertainty 
brought to the community by the reaffirmation 
by Antioch University that operations at Antioch 
College would take an end under the University 
watch on June 30th made order of the day topics 
subordinate to dealing with the consequences of 
the new situation.

The Subcommittee for Campus Services 
submitted their report about the short-term 
needs of different campus services (including 
IT, Counseling and Wellness, Financial Aid, the 
Gym, the Theatre…) yet several AdCil members 
felt unable to take action to meet these needs 
given the level of uncertainty about the future of 
the college: “In order to meaningfully evaluate 
these issues we need to have a timeframe in our minds and we don’t have it” declared 
faculty member Hassan Rahmanian. Interim President Andrzej Bloch replied that 
although there was no clear picture of the future of the institution, the report pointed 

out “small things that could be fixed 
right away.” Union member Carol Braun, 
however, ventured that “The University 
is covering itself from a lawsuit by 
students… By going through a community 
institution like AdCil, so they can prove 
they’ve asked the community…and show 
that that they’ve tried to support students 
throughout the term.”
 Although Bloch dismissed Braun’s 
assumption as belonging to the realm 
of conspiracy theory, suspicion as to the 
ulterior motives and of the University was 
an underlying thread of the remainder of 
the AdCil session. When Head Librarian 
Richard Kerns announced that the Olive 
Kettering Library’s OPAL contract had 
been signed before deadline, and OhioLink 
renewed for the next three years—and 
that the cost of the subscription would 

be shared  between the University branches – questions were raised as to whether 
the O.K. library could be eventually taken over by Antioch University McGregor. 
Kerns answered that the Olive couldn’t be taken over by McGregor unless it was 

Report from AdCil
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Continued on page 10
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So what year and major are you?
I’m a fourth year and I’m going to get my BS in physics. 
What are you doing for your senior project?
I’m designing a circuit that relates to resistance 
to temperature.  It’s kind of abstract right now 
because I haven’t really done anything on it. 
So I guess when that day comes that I have to 
present it is when I will know what my senior 
project is.  Until then there’s not much I can say 
on it. 
Yea there’s a lot of people who are stressed 
out about their SP. People don’t seem to 
know what they’re doing.
I mean the school is closing and that puts such 
a burden on all of my academics. It just freaks 
me out.  
What are you thinking about doing once you 
leave after this term?
I have no idea.  When I was here as a third year 
I wanted to double major and take a fifth year.  I 
chose physics after I heard the school was going 
to close, more for security reasons then anything 
else.  But the doors that are open to me are: I 
could go home and start paying off this school 
or I could take the GRE and go to grad school 
for more science, which is something that I need to chill on because it’s just draining 
my soul.  Or I could move and live with somebody anywhere around the country.  
At this point I really don’t know and it’s really freaking me out. You know what I 
mean? I almost don’t even feel like I’m graduating.  Where do you go from here?   
How are you feeling about the state of the college, especially with everything 
that has gone on here in the past week? 
It’s just really emotionally draining.  I’m one of the lucky ones who is going to 
graduate, but to watch all my friends get totally screwed just makes me want to cry.  
It’s hard to think about man.  Also if there isn’t any Antioch to come back to in the 
future then what’s going to be our hub now? What’s going to happen if this type of 
place doesn’t exist for people? 

What are some things that you noticed have changed since you have been here? 
Something that comes to mind is that when I first started here there was something 

called graffiti council or GRAf Cil. There was 
no problem with painting up in the dance 
space or tagging stuff. It’s not right to tag stuff 
in main building, but it was never really a 
problem.  So that’s a big thing I think changed.  
Also a lot less people is another big one.  
So tell me what kind of advice would you 
have for younger students?
Well with the situation as it is, I personally feel 
very disempowered as I think a lot of people 
do.  But I feel like at this stage in the game 
I really don’t have much advice for younger 
students.  I really just hope that we can go out 
with a bang because that’s really where our 
memories will lie and just try to have some 
good times during this really critical stage in 
the schools history.  That’s just what I would 
like to see out of everybody, not just younger 
students.  Everyone is kind of in the same boat 
just by being in this weird position.  
 But I feel very lucky to be here for four 
years and to have this full student Antioch 
experience.  I really don’t have a lot of hope 

for the school staying open, at least for next year.  I really feel for the folks that 
aren’t graduating.
What are some things that you are hopeful for in these last two months that we 
have here?
There are a lot of things that I hope for.  There are a lot of people here that really 
need this place and could use their experience here to do some good in this world.  I 
would just like to see our community have some fun and mingle a little bit more.  I 
really think things are going to be crazy once senior deadline hits.  It’s going to be 
raging man, brutal!

 Steven Duffy is, in 
general, a man of few words.  If 
Duffy is asked a quick question he 
gives a quick answer; if something 
important should arise, his thoughts 
are in order and he’s ready to roll. 
While he’s at work he keeps Olive 
Kettering Library running smoothly 
and happily, and when he’s not he 
spends his free time either exercising 
at a gym near his home in western 
Dayton, or perfecting his abilities 
as an all organic “ghetto gardener.”  
Before his forty or so years making 
fines disappear at the library, Duffy 
spent a decade in and out of Antioch 
College as a “wild ‘n crazy hippie”/
student.  After his first three years at 
the school he moved to the “promised 
land”, West Hollywood, where he 
opened a free clinic and supervised 
125 volunteers dealing with “V.D. 
birth control, draft counseling (for 
Vietnam draftees; Duffy’s own draft 

lotto number was never pulled), dentistry and psychiatry.” Occasionally the clinic 
didn’t have enough money to pay the rent.  “I’d hang out with the people who wrote 

All in the Family, and if we couldn’t pay the rent they might have paid the rent for a 
month or so.” On this “long co-op” he made between 25 and 60 dollars a week if he 
was paid.  After three years of this he returned briefly to Antioch only to leave and 
return again to finish school.  Since then, Duffy has been helping people find books 
at the library, negotiating several contracts on the Executive Union Board, and sitting 
several years on the Alumni board hoping to organize an advocacy group for alumni 
of color.  “The college has always done such a piss poor job of dealing with issues of 
equality.”  But Steven is optimistic about the possibilities for the Coretta Scott King 
Center if the school stays open.  “I’d love it to work on the problem of youth violence 
like in Dayton, ‘cause you know I did have a family member murdered.” Steven 
and his partner James live “twenty five miles and a world away from Antioch,” in, 
as Duffy would pronounce it, the geh-tow.  One of Duffy’s nephews robbed some 
car-jackers, and the car-jackers decided to get even.  They waited in a stolen car and 
shot him without opening the window and then burned the car.  There were three 
people in the car. One turned himself in, then walked free, and the other two were 
disciplined for “tampering with evidence” by burning the car but neither served any 
time.  “I think that guy wound up killing somebody some months after and went to 
jail anyway,” says Duffy, “When they were tiny they didn’t pay attention to anything 
except that they wanted to play, so I always took them to a safe place.  I knew Yellow 
Springs was safe for them and me.”  Steve is anxious for the school to reach a decision 
so that normal work can resume and people can move on.  “Dana (Patterson) and I 
are working on a long term project to have a summer youth camp here but you need 
money and you need people and it’s been to crazy to even work at anything the last 
year here.”  Hopefully for Duffy and the rest of Antioch a decision can be reached, 
starting some serious work or serious vacation.

STAFF PROFILE: STEPHEN DUFFY

SENIOR PROFILE: TOM SAIN
by Tim Peyton

by Tyler Morse



To the Editors:

The announcement at the community meeting 
on Friday contained no new information.  We already 
knew that the University would not continue to operate 
the College after July 1.  Why then was it presented as 
though it were news?

I believe that Toni Murdoch has her own 
agenda.  She has managed to make a simple issue so 
complicated that “we don’t have enough time to resolve 
all the questions!”  That kind of detail is not what we 
need now.  We need a simple statement of intent that the 
University plans to transfer ownership of the College to 
the ACCC effective July 1.  Details can be worked out 
before and after that date.

Toni wants the College to close and has 
consistently worked toward that end.

The longer she can delay any resolution, the 
harder it becomes to keep the College open. 

She sent Andrzej Bloch back by night flight 
to tell the students and faculty to “Look to your own 
career needs.”  In other words, “please go away.”  She 
wants the campus empty.  I believe she is surprised and 
annoyed that students and faculty have stayed firm and 
refused to abandon ship.  She has no understanding of 
the strength of the Antioch spirit.

Please keep the faith.  We can win this battle.

 Carl Hyde ‘48

My People,
      As an Antioch College Alumni ‘97, I am proud to share that I stood front row at Sen. Barak Obama’s presentation yesterday with my fiancé and 12,000 people.  I 
am also happy to share that I “taped” it and have uploaded it to our web site www.youtube.com/judemers .  I invite you to watch this motivational and inspirational speech 
in five parts. 
      The reason that I write this in my opening paragraph info is that us Antiochians are humanitarians.  It is time to appeal to Sen. Obama in seeking help and assistance 
for Antioch College.  I am offended and insulted by Antioch University’s Board of Trustees treatment of Antioch College’s Staff, Faculty, Administration, and Students. 
      We Antiochians of Antioch College fame have been the source of the philosophies, missions, moneys, knowledge, and wisdom that created Antioch University and 
it’s many Universities. 
      Community Government does not make irrational decisions from the top down.  Policies are not ignored.  People with decision-making power are not ignored.  All 
of these sacred elements are honored, respected, nurtured, and cherished.
      Therefore, yes, negotiations need to be reopened.  If not, then we need to do as the founders of the New School did in New York City.  As they broke away from 
Columbia University we need to sever ties from Antioch University.  There are better times ahead.  Hope is a virtuous moral value that we share.  Yes we do have money to 
educate.  No we are not broke.  Yes we can govern ourselves.

Yes we can fund fundamental education of our collective history, contemporary art, film, video, radio, music, science, philosophy, psychology, sociology, and 
environmentalism.
Thank you for your time.  Thank you for sharing this space.  I appreciate all of you.  Fear not. 
      Thanks Kasper for the beats!  We did our funk, poetry, conscious rap thing up in the Emporium in Yellow Springs, Ohio on Friday night.  Long live music.  Long 
live the real Antioch College.  Peace and blessings one and all. 
- Jude Logan Demers

If anyone has taken a course with Scott 
Warren, they’ve heard his analogy of the situation at 
Antioch “It’s like the grandchildren walking up the stairs 
with a pillow to smother grandpa for the inheritance 
money”. Appropriate analogies have never been what 
I’d refer to as an Antiochian strength, but this is as 
accurate as it is vivid and amusing.

At the same time, let’s take a step back and 
ask ourselves, like I imagine the grandfather from that 
analogy might between muscle spasms and screams, 
how we let this happen. When people at home or work 
ask me why Antioch is closing, as much as I’d like to 
scream about the evil University, what I always end up 
answering is “Decades of mismanagement by radical 
liberals”. The University is certainly not innocent in 
its money-grubbing opportunism and disregard for 
history, tradition, or decorum, and the cowardice of 
these destroyers will not be forgotten. But they are 
simply vultures, looters attempting to squeeze another 
penny out of someone else’s hard work. They are 
not frightening aside from their prevalence. What’s 
much more terrifying to me is what allowed them this 
opportunity: The death of the Antioch dream.

Antiochians are nothing if not ready to fight 
for what they believe. The problem is the methods that 
they choose. Rejecting the methods of modern warfare 
for the theoretical and philosophical stances one believes 
in leaves you uncomfortably vulnerable to reality and the 
advances of such scavengers as the University. It is not 
bravery, nor stupidity, that keeps people from adapting 
to the realities of Outside-The-Bubble. The College has 
been in a state of denial and has refused to adapt as the 
world around it has changed.

This denial of conventional realities underscores the 
problems of an Antioch education when all three legs of 

the stool that James Malarkey spoke of in his Founder’s 
day presentation have been kicked out from under us. 
We lost ourselves and our ability to succeed when we 
became rigid and unadaptable. This unwillingness to 
fight, the failure to do all that is necessary to defend 
the principle and the institution of Antioch, is the most 
insulting betrayal of all that our College stands for, and 
we must be ashamed, no matter what victories we have 
won in the past, that we have allowed it to die. The fight 
waged this past year has been seen as admirable, but 
if we look deeper, we see the pre-warned failings of a 
fundraising plan that depends largely on conditional 
pledges, we see the long-predicted failings of a poorly 
crafted and completely disorganized media plan. But 
even a pristine plan with perfect delivery would have 
been hard-pressed to compete with decades of financial 
negligence. A college must raise money, and Antioch has 
had every opportunity but has not taken the initiative. 
My sister’s school calls us for donations every semester. 
Even the school from which I transferred after one 
hateful year still calls and e-mails. I’ve been at Antioch 
for four years. We’ve never received a call. I know a lot 
of students hate this practice, but how else is a school 
going to sustain itself without income?

All the weapons to fight and win this battle were in our 
arsenal. We were destroyed by our own refusal to take 
responsibility, by our inability to act. Just think of what 
was at stake. The economy of Yellow Springs and the 
livelihoods of its inhabitants. The political spectrum 
of the United States which just jumped one institution 
further to the Right. The legacy and future of American 
radicalism. And honestly, the institution to which I owe 
all my successes. We should be ashamed. We let them 
die. Even if the ACCC keeps Antioch open, it will be 
despite our failures, not because of our successes. We 
have nothing to be proud of.

 Zach Gallant

The Community reacts to recent events: Op-eds and Letters 
Photos by, Alaa Jahshan,
Becca Buell,Tyler Morse



Dearest Community,
I wanted to share with you my response regarding the events that took place 

this last weekend and on the future of Antioch College. It is true that the university 
will cease its’ operations of Antioch College effective June 30tth, 2008. This is not new 
news. In fact, its not necessarily negative news.  This past weekend the university 
continued with their position on the future of Antioch College, but has not concluded 
their negotiations with the ACCC. 

We in CG were deeply troubled by the way their announcement was delivered 
to the community and are attempting to help paint a clearer picture of our current 
situation and our possible future. In no way are we trying to instill a false sense of 
hope, but the reality is that what was stated on Friday was presented with far more 
certainty than the situation warrants. We believe that the university administration and 
BOT are justifiably concerned about their legal position in regards to the college, but 
they can not speak for the ACCC, especially when those negotiations are continuing, 
which we understand that they are. Although the university administration and BOT 
can say that they are no longer operating Antioch College after the 30th of June, they 
cannot say that it will for certain be closed. The type of self-fulfilling prophecy that 
was exhibited this past weekend is dangerous and damaging to all of us, and the 
future of this amazing institution.

It is still possible for the ACCC (and this is part of what they’re negotiating) 
to continue operations of Antioch College beginning July 1st. Eric Bates, co-chair 
of the ACCC was quoted in Inside Higher Ed reciently. When asked what plans 
students should make, he replied “If I were a student right now, I would make other 
plans…If in April or May or June or whenever, there is announced a plan that enables 
the college to keep operating, you can always come to Antioch,”…. Bates said that 
he believes an agreement that gives the college true independence will lead to an 
outpouring of donations that might create options to keep the college operating.”

We do realize how uncertain and frustrating all of this is, but we also believe that it is 
possible to be optimistic and responsible at the same time.  Of course, we encourage 
everyone to make their necessary, personal plans for the ’08-’09 academic year, but 
that doesn’t mean that Antioch College has lost this fight. There are more possibilities 
in Antioch College’s future than was expressed this past Friday and organizational 
meetings are taking place this week to work towards the continuation and success 
of our home. 

With more love than you know,
Chelsea

Privilege, Power, and Sharpies
To my fellow first years:

This is a letter to inform you that the 
anti-Toni/Andrzej propaganda that has been 
scrawled across the walls of North is not 
okay. It is not okay to vandalize the private 
space we share. Does anyone remember last 
term? Does anyone remember how upset 
several first years got because they felt that 
their personal space had been invaded? 
Then why is this hostile behavior toward our 
building happening again? I can guarantee 
that most first years don’t want to be fined 
several hundred dollars because some of us 
can’t keep the lids on our sharpies when we 
get frustrated.

I understand being upset. Antioch 
has been a haven to most of us. It is our 
home, and we want it to remain our home, 
and some big, bad authority is telling us to 
vacate. This is worth the yelling. It is worth 
real action. Let’s not cheapen our passion 
with scribbles of crudely formed sentences 
in our living rooms. How often does Toni 
take a stroll through North? When do you 
think she’ll see these opinions? The fact 
is that the only people who will ever see 
these displays of outrage are tenants and the 
people who have to clean it up.

This passion that we are all feeling 
right now is a great thing. It means that we 
are finally ready to let the people who have 
hurt us since June 2007 know just how we 

feel. We seem to have lost our hope in these 
negotiations, and are ready to tell the upper 
echelon of Antioch University that we are 
sick of their politicking and ambiguity. 
That’s just fine. In fact, that’s what should 
have happened the first time we found out 
the school was closing. But turning this 
passion into self-destructive behaviors is 
not a proper release for them. Write letters. 
Make speeches. Protest outside McGregor. 
Do something real.

And could we speak of those 
who have to deal with our little mess? 
The cleaning crew is paid to vacuum and 
take out the trash. Not to deal with our 
immature hostility toward our space. This is 
an exercise in our privilege. Never have I 
heard the term “privilege” used more in my 
life than on this campus. Never have I met 
a group of more conscious students when 
dealing with the issue of privilege. If we 
were truly Antiochians, we would not exert 
our privilege over the staff of this school 
by creating such a wreck for them to deal 
with.

In short, I would like to ask my fellow 
first years, my beloved friends, my darling 
neighbors, to please not bring this rage and 
passion against our space. No body wins 
when we yell at each other.
Yours,
Tasia Karoutsos

The Community reacts to recent events: Op-eds and Letters 

Art by Shauna Pearson



Page 10

By Kawai, Yoshitomo
In July 2006, I was on Amtrak heading all 
around the major cities of the United States as 
a backpacker. As a one of destinations, I chose 
New Orleans. I was looking forward to having 
the fun of hearing real jazz and wanted to 
observe what was going on there after Katrina. 
I would be glad if my article were used as a 
guide of New Orleans by anyone who has not 
been there.
     Before I tell you about New Orleans, 
let me draw your attention to Amtrak. The 
city is served by rail via Amtrak. I was very 
frustrated due to a painful delay. Despite that 
the trip from Los Angels to New Orleans was 
supposed to take 48 hours, eventually it took 
me 72 hours. They always give priority to 
freight trains. Anytime a freight train passed 
by from the opposite way, our train had to stop 
and waited for the train passing even though 
they have two railways. Although I do not 
exactly know why, it was sure that I had to 
survive for 72 hours with expensive noodles 
and hot dogs on the train. I will not choose Amtrak if I head to New Orleans again.
     Having mentioned Amtrak, it’s time to bring the focus back to New Orleans. 
It is essential to introduce the “French Quarter”, which is the favorite tourist place, 
when we talk about New Orleans. This neighborhood dates from the French and 
Spanish eras and is bounded by the Mississippi River, Rampart St, Canal St, and 
Esplanade Avenue. The French Quarter contains many popular hotels, bars and 
nightclubs, most notably around Bourbon St. New Orleans is the birthplace of not 
only Jazz but also Louis Armstrong. Louis Armstrong, also known as “Satchmo”, 
was a jazz trumpeter and singer. He was a charismatic, innovative performer whose 
improvised soloing was the main influence for a fundamental change in jazz, shifting 
its focus from collective improvised soloing. He is the one of the most famous jazz 
musicians of the 20th century. The French Quarter definitely would give anyone who 

loves jazz a most memorable night because 
jazz clubs are everywhere.

New Orleans is also world-renowned 
for its local cuisine, particularly, Louisiana 
Creole cuisine and Cajun cuisine. At that 
time, I remember I tried “Alligator” as a one 
of the local cuisines in a restaurant, which 
is along Bourbon St, and it was awesome. I 
recommend that you try alligator at least once. 
The indigenous cuisine is distinctive and 
influential. From centuries of amalgamation 
of local Creole, haute Creole, and New 
Orleans French cuisines, New Orleans food 
has developed. Local ingredients, French, 
Spanish, Italian, African, Native American, 
Cajun and a hint of Cuban traditions 
combine to produce a truly unique and easily 
recognizable Louisiana flavor. Additionally, 
it is necessary to keep in mind that “French 
Doughnut” also deserves to be tried. One of 
the French Cafés, named “Café du Monde”, 
which is by the port is well known for serving 
really good French Doughnuts. 

Let us now turn to negative points. As 
I mentioned above, New Orleans was very amazing place. However, one of the not-
acceptable points is crime. As far as I am concerned, I did not face any danger and 
risk because I was backpacker, which means a poor-looking traveler. However, I felt 
at risk sometimes and I saw a couple of fights. Besides, I heard a gun fire. Reportedly, 
although the city has lost more than 40% of its pre-Katrina population, the city has 
recaptured an infamous and unwanted title as the nation’s “murder capital”.

As mentioned above, New Orleans has positive and negative sides. It is 
no exaggeration to refer as “The most unique city in America”. Why do not you 
experience this amazing city for yourself?

purchased—an unlikely event in face of the satellite’s current financial situation. 
Yet McGregor depends on Olive Kettering being open for accreditation, which 
contributes to the decision by the University to keep the library open after June 30th. 
When librarian Sandy Coulter asked whether the current staff would be kept or let go, 
Bloch answered that it was too soon to tell.
 Interim President Bloch’s briefing on the Los Angeles Board of Trustees 
meeting finally came to the table; he began with a brief timeline of events of the 
past four months: on November 2nd  2007 the Agreement in Principle between the 
Alumni Board and the Board of Trustees specified the conditions under which the 
college could maintain operations after June 30th of the following year; the financial 
conditions, according to Bloch, were not met last December—ACCC  and Alumni 
Board member Steve Schwerner specified that it was disagreements over the 
Governance structure that prevented the major donors from following through with 
the transfer of funds to the University; then, Bloch continued, University Chancellor 
Toni Murdock and Board of Trustees Chair Art Zucker proposed the formation of an 
independent non-profit corporation by the donors and alumni and to enter negotiations 
for the complete independence of the college;  on December  6th, the BOT instructed 
their negotiating team (composed of Murdock, Zucker, University CFO Tom Faecke 
and two attorneys hired by the University) to engage in negotiations with the Antioch 
College Continuation Corporation;  on Thursday, February 21st the Board moved 
into session for several hours to discuss the report from their negotiating team but 
the issues were “so complex” that no agreement could be reached; Bloch specified 
that  there were no “substantial discussions about the college” in the following days; 
furthermore, a proposal from the ACCC to present their business plan directly to the 
Board of Trustees was rejected by the executive committee of the BOT.  “Regardless 
of the outcome of the negotiation,” specified Bloch, “the BOT instructed…to proceed 
with the winding down process of the college. If the agreement is made, the University 
will wind down and transfer, or wind down and close [the college].”
 Community Manager Chelsea Martens, who was in Los Angeles during 

the BOT meeting, insisted on presenting an alternative view of the situation. “The 
University is watching its ass at the expense of everyone else,” she stated, “[it] needs 
to figure out how to bow out; but negotiations are still happening.” She also declared 
being “concerned” at the way the situation was presented to both the community 
and the media; “the way the information has been presented has just been spun,” she 
said.  Professor of Anthropology Beverly Rogers inquired whether the BOT breeched 
their agreement with the ACCC about press statements being jointly issued, but 
Andrzej Bloch refused to comment on the question. He further emphasized that if 
the announcement had been damaging to the morale of the community, “it would be 
equally immoral to perpetuate the feeling of unjustified hope.”
 Faculty member Hassan Nejad argued that the announcement could have 
been made in a much more positive manner. “I know you have no control over the 
BOT the University or the negotiations,” he told Bloch,  “but you can say as president 
of this institution, ‘Even though I’m asked to wind down the college, at the same time 
I’m working very hard, actually fighting for the survival of the college.’”  He also 
argued that if the University considered transferring the college to the ACCC they 
should not proceed with winding it down, or even be preoccupied with the state of the 
curriculum or our chances of survival: “If I buy a house from you” he said “it’s none 
of your business to tell me I need to fix the bathroom.”
 
 
 
 
 

Adventures  in the Crescent City

Continued from page 6
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By  Alaa Jahshan
        The award winning film Aladdin (1993) 
grossed over $217 million domestically and over 
$504 million worldwide. Disney’s successful 
animation provided and perpetuated stimulation 
for a highly marketable style of film. Discrepancies 
always happen between films and the material they 
were adapted from, yet taking a closer look at how 
Disney rendered Aladdin highlights the Disney 
formula for creating the sexist hetero-normative 
love story. 
        The story of Ala’ Eddin is of a tale from 
A Thousand and One Nights, a collection of 
generations of spoken stories told throughout 
Asia and the Middle East. In Richard F. Burton’s 
translations the tale of Ala’ Eddin (also the 
Wonderful Lamp), set in mythical China, has a 
very climactic nature as it is one of the final stories 
that Shahrazad tells King Shahryar to save herself 
from being killed by the King. Ala’ Eddin is not the 
final story; it has no ending as it loops into another 
tale - Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves. Obviously 
the tale already has a lot of gravity so making it 
into an animated musical stirred its inertia. 
        Although the Disney film butchered many 
aspects of the tale, possibly the most interesting 
is the character of Jasmine, originally Badr al-
Budur. In the Disney film, she clearly felt trapped 
by the royal palace and wanted to sneak out into 
the working class market. In Burton’s translation, 
there is no indication of Badr al-Budur expressing 
desire to escape her cushy life at the palace; 
instead, she was spotted by Ala’ Eddin while going 
to a luxurious bath house (p. 599). 

        In Burton’s Ala’ Eddin, love is regarded as 
Ala’ Eddin’s spoiled infatuation with the treasure 
icon Badr al-Budur. “His strength was struck down 
from the moment he saw her and his thoughts 
were distraught; his gaze was dazed, the love of 
her got hold of the whole of his heart; and, when 
he returned home to his mother, he was as one in 
ecstasy.” After hearing of Ala’ Eddin’s infatuation, 
his mother, a very important character, said, 
“Meseemeth thou has lost thy senses. But be thou 
rightly guided, O my son, nor be thou as the men 
Jinn-maddened!” (p. 601).    

        The theme that rings clearly in Aladdin is 
love unites people regardless of social class. In 
Ala’ Eddin, there is more emphasis on dynamics 
of power plays, deception, fraud, insanity and 
family relationships. The shiny purity that fuels 
Disney’s version is not to be found. Aladdin 
may steel a loaf of bread that he ends up giving 
away, yet Ala’ Eddin in Burton’s translation is 
more criminal. He commands the Jinni to bring 
Badr al-Budur and the Wazir’s son to his room, 
where he traps the Wazir’s son in a closet (p. 
610). Later on, her relationship with Ala’ Eddin 
revolved around her needing things and Ala’ 
Eddin somehow coming up with them by means 
of his slave, the Jinni (Genie). 
        Chances are high that many people have 
seen Disney classics (Aladdin, Lion King, 
Beauty and the Beast, the Little Mermaid) more 
than once and have memorized a good bunch 
of the lyrics. These images of many people’s 
childhood shape their expectations about the 
world. Thanks to Disney our image of the Sultan 
is a wobbly short round man who exerts power 
through wealth, Jafar is a dark character who is 

strictly malicious, and Aladdin and Jasmine are 
pure innocence destined to be together. Disney is 
an act of reduction. It strongly appeals to emotion 
and presents countless images of stereotypical men 
and women that are too fun to watch. Disney does 
not provide moral and intellectual stimulation on 
issues beyond love at first sight. 
        (Quotes and page numbers from The Arabian 
Nights: Tales from A Thousand and One Nights, 
Translated by Richard F. Burton) 

By Miyuki Sese

Antioch College has a gym called “Curl Gymnasium”, which is located 
behind the McGregor building. 14 students as a part time job, and Judy Kintner 
who is a director and has been working at Antioch for 9 years, run the gym. Usually 
their tasks are customer service like renting something for playing sports and a lot 
of cleaning, including sweeping the basketball courts and vacuuming the pool. They 
are working for 5 hours a day with a shift system. According to gym staff member 
Michelle Wall, they are enjoying their work at gym; however they also have some 

troubles. As for the first problem, they are busy and have a lot of work to do because 
not only Antioch students but also people from town come to the gym. According to 
the staff, business depends on the day and especially the beginning of the semester 
seems hard to work. They want to share their tasks with their members efficiently in 
order to decrease their hardship. They also need the housekeeper to clean up the gym 
for sake of their focusing on more important works. “We balance chlorine and Ph 
levels in the pool 4 times everyday. It is difficult for us to control these levels”, said 
one of the gym staff, Derrick Lane. 
 Another point of trouble is occasional devastation in the gym. Recently 
Antioch College had a big party called “Black and Tan”. Sadly, someone sneaked 
into the gym and threw some beer bottles into the pool after the party. What’s more, 
someone even broke into the moneybox and stole money from the gym. Unfortunately, 
some racket balls were also stolen by someone in daily life. “We had 15 or 10 racket 
balls before, but there are only 3 racket balls now,” said gym staff, Aimee Keener. 
According to her, someone also stole a basketball. “The door of the pool is broken 
because it’s old. Even though we use a key, it sometimes does not open,” said 
Aimee. 
 The budget is also an important issue for them. Their budget is so small that 
they are limited to support their service for Antioch College. The budget that they can 
spend on any equipment is $ 2,000 for a year. Thus, even though they want to buy and 
provide new things, they can not do that sufficiently because of a lack of money. Judy 
is worried about keeping Antioch College open because the future of the gym depends 
on the existence of Antioch College. She does not know whether they can keep the 
gym open or not for the moment. 
 The weather in summer is also an enemy of the staff because the gym does 
not have any air conditioner. They use only fun in order to endure the effect of the hot 
weather. 
 Finally, “Now is an especially stressful time for Antioch students, so come 
on and use the gym for your healthy way.” said Judy.   
 
 
 

Masculinity and Disney: Aladdin

Health and Fitness: The Curl Gymnasium 
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By Tim Peyton
 Life can look pretty ugly up close.  If you go too 
deep into anything all you find is the dirt of it, the things 
you don’t want to see.  From the Moon the Earth must 
look beautiful just as the Moon does from the Earth.  
From the grave one’s life is always more wonderful then 
the moment to moment of everyday life.  
Persepolis is a memoir based on the graphic novel by 
Marjane Satrapi.  She was born in Iran and lived a 
transient life, moving between Europe and Iran.  The 
story is based mostly between the early 80’s and 90’s 
when Iran was going through a long and bloody war 
with Iraq.  Satrapi directs and animates the whole film 
and creates a world that is at times very real and at 
others almost surreal.

Watching Persepolis is like watching one’s life 
pass in front of your eyes.  It moves very fluidly and 
creates the sense of swimming around in time.  I am 
extremely interested in artists that have one foot in the 
real and another in the unreal.  I find that directors like 
Felini (who was balancing himself between Italian Neo-
realism and French Surrealism), and Stan Brakhage (who 
is half documentary and half some crazy subconscious 
universe), do this wonderfully. Something like Sadie 
Benning’s Jollies is another interesting example of 
creating a reflection or a portrait of oneself that is real 
and reflective but that also delves into the realm of the 
unreal.  Satrapi juggles this wonderfully. At one moment 
she is animating the horrors of the war between Iran and 
Iraq and the rise of fundamentalism that is taking place 
in her country, and the next she is floating off in her bed 
and having conversations with God or dead uncles from 

the past.  
This film is 

so honest that it hurt 
to watch some of it.  
I thought it would be 
hard to write a review 
about a memoir 
before I realized that 
memoirs are asking 
for a connection from 
the viewer.  They 
beg for our empathy, 
our willingness to 
understand because 
we have felt the 
same in our lives.  
Otherwise everything 
would seem very 
alien to us and we 
would not be able to 
see the significance 
of it.  This works 
especially well since 
Satrapi paints herself in the most humble way.  I felt 
no embellishment, which could have so easily appeared 
from someone who is so obviously gifted.  Satrapi lives 
through a war, something that no one in my life has ever 
done (at least as far as I know), but the moments of the 
film that are the most important I felt were the things 
we all could connect to.  The complete and utterly lost 
feeling from a broken heart, the ambiguity of leaving 
your parents and trying to create a new life, and the day 
in and day out drama of our lives in relation to the world 

around us; these are features of nearly every life story.
Only by seeing it through the eyes of Satrapi, via her 
animation, are we able to understand the unique beauty 
of her life, and this is what makes this film great.
 I find that it’s hard to write an adequate review 
after watching a film that you enjoy.  The pressure of 
reflecting on a film in such a short period of time can be 
too much. It’s much easier to watch a movie and hate it 
and write down why the next day. For the films that you 
really loved watching, it’s best to hold on to them and 
let them sink in. 

Two Stouts from Bell’s

Bell’s Brewery - Java Stout, 
Cherry Stout
 Abv 7.5%(Java), 
7%(Cherry)
 Available in packs of 6-12oz 
bottles

Tis’ still the season 
(the frigid, gloomy one) for a 
nice dark beer, so here are two 
seasonal stouts from Bell’s sure 
to please the palette but possibly 
distress your wallet.  Bell’s 
beer hails from Kalamazoo, 
Michigan (as does the author) 
and offers several varieties 
of seasonal and year-long 
offerings, many of which you 
can find here in Yellow Springs 
and throughout the majority of 
the Midwest and also several 
eastern states.  Currently a 
distribution law in Illinois has 
forced Bell’s out of the market 
but has recently seen new light 
in not-so-lit bars under the 
Kalamazoo moniker, which the 
brewery was formerly known as 

until 2005. Both of these representatives are brewed and 
available from November to March, as are their other 
stouts with the exception of the Kalamazoo Stout, which 
is available year round.

The term stout generally references the use of 
roasted malt or barley in the brewing process, giving the 

beer a dark appearance and malty, sweet flavor. Porters 
also share this characteristic, though the difference 
between the two for most brewers is largely the strength, 
stout being the name given to stronger ale.  A coffee 
stout is often a misnomer as they are usually brewed 

with very dark and chocolate malts to simulate a bitter 
coffee flavor.  Bell’s Java Stout is an example, however, 
of an ale actually fermented 
with coffee beans, the difference 
subtle but exceptional.  In the 
glass it looks as if your pint was 
once a French press.  It has both 
the aroma and taste of a well-
prepared espresso.  The taste is 
at first a blend of caramel taste 
with nutty overtones, finishing 
up with a clean bitterness of 
both light hops and lightly 
roasted beans.  

The Cherry Stout has 
an identical complexion to the 
Java but has a markedly sweeter 
aroma and taste.  It is likely 
fermented with Michigan-
grown Bing cherries, which 
inform the flavor from start to 
finish, with an extra kick of 
complex sugar at the end.  It may 
be noted that the Cherry Stout is 
the author’s favorite beer.  Both 
beers, however, are not for those 
lacking FWSP funds (like the 
author), as each sixer will put 
you back twelve and fourteen 
dollars, respectively.

Movie Review

Brew Review with Jon W.
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By Jon Wohlfert
 Outside it is cold and unpredictable, a sentiment Tom Waits has often 
expressed in his post barroom music.  Even in the sweetest moments of Blood 
Money lurks the chilling breeze of winter and the knowledge of winters past and 
present.  The mystery is informed by the memory of winters that we choose to forget 
year after year: it will be cold; it will only end when you stop expecting it to.  That 
said, it is good to have things to listen to in these times of uncertainty of education 
and sunlight.  Why not be lulled by a whiskey-soaked and cigarette-tinged voice?  

This album was released almost six years ago, though it speaks to what we 
are feeling now and what has been felt long before.  This is partly because Blood 
Money is essentially the soundtrack to Waits and Robert Wilson’s musical adaptation 
of George Buchner’s play Woyzeck, unfinished at his death in 1837.  Several stage 
and screen directors have “finished” the play since then, notably the 1979 film 
adaptation by Werner Herzog, starring Klaus Kinski.  The play is largely about 
poverty and other similar social commentaries, the protagonist being a demoralized 
soldier who must work several menial jobs to support his family.

This type of character is, of course, perfect for Waits to base songs on, 
though they don’t necessarily relate directly to the script of the play.  This works 
favorably to this album’s (and I would assume the musical’s) advantage, as it 
creates its own arch of narrative starting from despair (“Misery’s the River of the 
World”) to, well, despair via perseverance (“A Good Man is Hard to Find”).  The 
album was also released alongside Alice, another album based on songs from 
collaboration between Waits and Wilson, showing again how music from another 
work can lead its own artistic arc while its influence is clear.  Blood Money, 

however, takes its muse from a nearly two centuries old play, showing how being 
lost to the fluxing of societies and institutions isn’t a new phenomenon, for us or 
Waits.

to convey to the community. “It is not necessarily 
negative news,” she said about the University’s 
position, “Part of the information is true: the University 
plans to end its operation at Antioch on June 30th; but 
the negotiations are still happening and the University 
can’t say if Antioch college is going to be open--they 
can say that they won’t be operating it.” 

In an interview with the Record on Wednesday, 
ACCC member Eric Bates said he too was “surprised” 
and “disappointed” when, “at the same time as 
everybody else,” he heard about the announcement. He 
called the statement that was presented to the college 
community “a very alarming message.” “We are still 
in negotiation with the University,” he emphasized; 
“The ACCC doesn’t approve or support what’s in the 
statement—we don’t support the announcement or the 
way it was presented.”

On Tuesday, 26th February, Andrzej Bloch 
made an additional address during community meeting 
in which he claimed that “The ACCC and the BOT 
are in agreement that operations will be suspended on 
June 30th 2008.” A statement which was denied by Eric 
Bates, who reiterated: “it was not a joint agreement;” 
and characterized the University’s announcement as 
“unilateral.”

What motivated the University to make such a 
drastic announcement before the end of the negotiations, 
without approval or consultation with the ACCC? 
According to Chelsea Martens, “The University is 
covering its back at the expense of everyone else…they 
need to have their hands cleans of the college.” But she 
also believes that “there are people on the board that 
don’t want to see the college open next term, and others 
feel like the college is in shambles and needs to close 
for a while—they are well intentioned but inaccurate.” 
Associate Professor of Philosophy and Political Theory 
Scott Warren called the Friday announcement a “self-
fulfilling prophecy.” “There’s one tactic that people 
can use when they’re in a negotiation or a struggle,” he 
said, “which is to say something over and over again so 

that people start believing it and it ends up happening. I 
find it very cynical and disingenuous.” 

Indeed, campus morale suffered a severe blow 
after the announcement was made. “On Friday, all of 
my energy towards saving Antioch had been eroded,” 
recalled 2nd year student Greer Paris, “this was just the 
last straw: I felt really defeated.” Paris described the 
atmosphere among students as “deflated”: “No one 
seemed fired up like in previous meetings; it seemed that 
we had been worn down completely.” Caroline Debevec, 
also a 2nd year student who will be transferring at the 
end of the term, declared that Friday’s announcement 
was “not a big surprise” and that she had made previous 
plans to transfer due to the level of “uncertainty.”  She 
commented on the reaction of students: “People felt like 
there wasn’t really much hope, but then CG had been 
sending out text messages to tell that it wasn’t what was 
happening so everybody is confused right now.” 

The damage done by the announcement 
also goes beyond campus borders; since a press 
release, drafted, according to Lynda Sirk, by the 
Communications Committee of the BOT, went out on 
the same day to inform the media about the University’s 
decision to confirm the suspension of operations at the 
college. The press release was “clear,” according to 
Andrzej Bloch, yet the quasi-totality of the media (with 
the exception of the Yellow Springs News) announced 
the definite closure of the college.  Steve Schwerner 
ventured that the University wished to “Make it [the 
suspension of operations] a fait accompli by virtue of 
putting it into the press. Why did they put it into the 
press? There was no urgency!” According to Bloch, the 
press was expecting a decision to come out based on the 
12-6-07 Resolution; therefore, “they had marked their 
calendars,” he said.

The Antioch College Action Network 
(ACAN) was prompt to issue a counter-press release. 
“The University press release was very successful in 
being picked up by the media, and it wasn’t correct,” 
commented Rowan Kaiser ’04 who participating in 

drafting the ACAN press release, “We weren’t sure 
that the ACCC and the Alumni Board would be able to 
make [a statement] (they eventually did and we support 
both of them) but as an autonomous organization 
ACAN had the ability to make a statement without 
compromising negotiations or fundraising.” According 
to Kaiser, the counter-press release was “meant to 
educate the media—we wanted to let the press know 
that the information that comes from the University is 
questionable.”

When confronted with the argument that the 
Friday announcement was damaging to the college, 
Interim President Andrzej Bloch answered that “It 
is equally immoral to sustain unjustified hope.” The 
negotiations, however, are to proceed in the near 
future. “We are waiting for the Board to contact us,” 
said ACCC member Steve Schwerner, “We know that 
every day that goes by makes chances smaller.”  No 
set agenda for the negotiation has been made public, 
though Lynda Sirk declared that the BOT had “every 
intention on going back to the table with the ACCC,” 
and Andrzej Bloch ventured that the trustees, during 
executive session on Saturday, “most likely drafted 
instructions for the negotiating team.”

 “We’ve been careful not to characterize the 
chances,” stated ACCC member Eric Bates, “but we’re 
trying our hardest to reach an agreement and we are 
confident that we have everything needed to reach 
it.” When asked what he would tell students that are 
wondering what to make of the announcement, he 
answered:  “I’d tell them we’re doing everything we 
can to bring about a different outcome. A lot of people 
are devoting a lot of time, energy and money to create 
an independent college that can thrive…Each individual 
must make plans, plans that are right for them. But we 
very much hope that there’ll be a college to go to next 
year.”

Music Review

Continued from page 1
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HOROSCOPES
Adam Rose

Lilith in astrology, also known as the Dark Moon, refers to the moon’s empty focus, 
a theoretical point created by the orbit of the Earth and Moon.  It describes a void, 
a point of darkness in the chart. An understanding of its interpretation can be helped 
by understanding the mythological Lilith, a complex demoness/goddess described in 
varying accounts as a storm demon, screech owl, spirit of the night, first wife of Adam, 
vampire, child-killer, witch, and Bride of Satan.  In contemporary myth, she has acquired 
a more benevolent reputation as a model for women’s independence and sovereignty.  
Her ancient reputation as child-killer has evolved into a concern for reproductive rights 
and the championing of non-reproductive sexuality.  
This is a very good thing, as her energy is greatly needed in the world now, to help 
combat the horror and damage inflicted by patriarchy in all its forms.  
Lilith also illuminates a path to an understanding of all those spirits deemed demonic.  
The gods and goddesses of darkness and death, long suppressed by monotheism, yet 
clawing their way back from the grave, challenge us to evolve past a narrow materialism.  
While materialism may lead to the view that acquiring wealth, status, and children are 
the only real goals of life, the deities of death mercilessly destroy these illusions and 
reveal the immortality of spirit.
Evil is a consequence of evolution, and light is born from darkness.  Good and evil arise 
together and are inseparable phenomena.  
Lilith is in the sign of Scorpio right now.  Lilith’s core concepts of Sex and Death are the 
same as Scorpio’s.  

ARIES:  You can draw on the power of chaos to manifest dreams and entertain your 
friends. Beware of arguments with family.  On the other hand, if certain family members 
are accusing you of foolish idealism, now is a perfect time to confront them and speak 
up for yourself.

TAURUS:  Calm words are the best way to settle a conflict in your favor.  You can do 
important work to benefit others, and have a real healing effect in social relations if you 
manage to deal with your anger constructively.

GEMINI:  It’s time to plan another party, against all odds.  You know the secret behind 
your aggressive chatting and how it manages to make people smile.  

CANCER:  If you’re feeling overwhelmed by details and obligations, expect a new burst 
of energy by next week.  New determination will give you the ability to make great 
progress with your work.  Friends are a source for new ideas.

LEO: Getting those designated as your superiors to help you out a bit will require more 
effort on your part.  Work may appear as a formidable mountain.  A sudden burst of crazy 
energy sets you on your way to getting it all done.  There’s a wild, disruptive energy 
manifest in your life now—flow with it and positive events may surprise you.

VIRGO:  There’s a need to understand the body, ecology, and the material world on a 
deeper level.  You have practical insight into how society’s opinions on these matters are 
off.  You may have to argue a little to make your case.  

LIBRA:  You can take action to fight a just battle against an established authority.   Find 
the courage of your independent voice.  Appearances are deceptive—you can locate the 
weakness of a formidable opponent. 

SCORPIO:  Your inner transformations may cause tension in close relationships, and 
leave you feeling outcast.  Hold to your truth and your new understanding of yourself 
can resolve any conflicts.  Utilize the creative power of destruction.

SAGITTARIUS: You’re discovering how to better nurture yourself and feel more at 
peace.  At the same time, crazy ideas can work to your benefit.  It may take a moment 
of reflection to figure out how, but the resulting creativity will bring success and 
happiness.  

CAPRICORN:   You may be feeling more serious, prepared to dig and excavate what 
lies beneath the surface.  Let intuition guide you now as you work to unearth a fantastic 
dinosaur—the forgotten returns as the original.

AQUARIUS:  Research into spirituality could be lucky now, and provide a clue into how 
to remain unique yet unite your intuitions with those of others.  You may discover how 
much an inner change in perspective mirrors one that society is undergoing as well.

PISCES:  You’ve become an authority in the realm of wacko ideas and theories.  With 
a little more effort, you can convincingly unite the spiritual and the philosophical and 
make your insights seem plausible.  Some of this mental work may conflict with your 
immediate creative instincts but will pay off later.  There’s a science to attracting luck.

Got The Munchies? 

C-shop
Open 6 days a week

Sun-Fri
8pm to 1am

Calling all writers
Submit to Livermore street

Poems,Short stories and so much more
livermorestreet@antioch-college.edu

Living Green
Yellow Springs’ unique green 

store...making it easier to live green

recycled, repurposed, non-toxic, natural, alternative 

energy, conservation, education

      257 Xenia Ave., next to Sunrise Cafe

 Antioch students 20% off with this ad and student ID
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 What will you do to keep the school open?

Levi B
“I’d be community manager”

Joanna Ware
“I’d go skydiving”

 Kelsa Dine (sp?)
“(Consensually) Eat out Tony 
Murdock… I really would.”

Shea Witzberger
“Extreme Makeover College: Shea 
Witzo Edition”

Tom Sain
“Have fun, it’s the only agency 
I feel like we have.”

Erik Baumann
“I’d secede from the union.”

Kate Hardwick
“Donate a kidney”

Submit to the record.
       -Big Cat
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Declassifieds
Scott Warren-
You’ve made one of
The most significant
Antiochian impacts on
My soul. Thanks for
Being part of our 
Brave and inspiring
Faculty.

Carl, You’re a dream-
boat
Let’s hop on a steamboat
And sail away to lus-
cious shores

Ceci-face thanks
For being my 
Across the hall 
Buddy.
[heart] 313

how NOW brown 
cow?!

Reuben, Shea and 
Kelly-
Can you even SEE the
Ground from your high 
Horses?

Becca,
I have a perpetual 
crush on

You, but I’m so shy
About it! Don’t give 
up-
I can only resist for so 
long
[heart]

Bryan- please be
My birthright
Buddy and get
Back to me…
[heart] Ruthie

Parker,
You are a pleasant 
friend

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
LEVI B.
CG-
Thanks for holding it
Down in LA. There’s 
Nobody I would’ve 
Rather had there on 
My behalf.
Love,
A community member

Tess- love of 
My life- thanks
For feeding me 
Cookies- and 

Checking to see if
I got my shoes
Off.
[heart] 313

To the ACCC, please 
speak
for one’s self.

Shea I miss you.
Let’s sleep over!

Stacy WB-
You are THE coolest 
first year.

Pray, oh pray, dear
Interim President,
That you and I never
Cross paths in the 
Same professional 
Arena. For I will
Sabotage you.

Tyler- Remember 
When we met in the 
pool room because I do
[Heart] admirer 

Aiden- Thank you for 
making me happy dur-
ing hard times- Bryan



By Shauna 
               Pearson


