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Dozens of campus leaders prepared to gather 
Friday afternoon in the conference room on the second 
þoor of South Hall to speak with the co-chairs of the 
Antioch College Continuation Corporation (ACCC) 
when they were presented with a press release screaming 
ñANTIOCH UNIVERSITY REJECTS ANTIOCH 
CONTINUATION CORPORATION BID TO SAVE 
HISTORIC COLLEGE.ò According to the ACCC, just 
one option remains to save Antioch College, an offer 
on their part to pay $10 million for 10 seats on the 19-
member Antioch University Board of Trustees.

ACCC negotiator and co-chair Eric Bates 
called the 10-10 plan ñéthe only remaining arrangement 
that can enable the College to continue operating next 
year while creating a truly philanthropic board for the 
university.ò The alumni group was founded in order to 
gain full independence for the college from the university, 
and Bates says this is still the goal. ñWe donôt have any 
grand design other than getting a governance structure 
in place that serves all of the campuses well and enables 
them to thrive. And in the case of the college, we know 
that that requires independence, both to attract alumni 
support and to attract the kind of leadership at the 

presidential level that the college needséIndependence 
needs to happen.ò However, university spokeswoman 
Lynda Sirk told the Dayton Daily News that the 
university would not consider the offer.

Talks between the ACCC and the university 
board collapsed after the university failed to accept the 
ACCCôs ñbest and ýnal offerò at the deadline. The offer 
was initially presented on March 5th, according to Bates, 
with a deadline a week later. The university negotiating 
team responded with a counter-offer that demonstrated 
ñsigniýcant movement,ò Bates said. ñFor the ýrst time 
we felt that they were trying to reach an agreement. 
We also stretched further. We had originally offered $5 
million, they made it clear that they needed more than 
that.ò The ýnal offer was for $6 million immediately, 
with a further $6.2 million on a payment schedule. 

It was that $6.2 million that proved the ýnal 
stumbling block, according to the universityôs press 
release. ññIf ACCC had to default on the loan payments, 
the Universityôs only remedy would be to foreclose on 
the real estate. Itôs impossible to imagine the University 
putting Antioch College on the auction block at a 
Sheriffôs sale,ò said trustee and chair of the Finance 
Committee Bruce Bedford, ñand for that reason, itôs 
simply not practical.ò 

In a letter to concerned alumni, Vice-Chair of 
the Board Dan Fallon further detailed the universityôs 
problem with the $6.2 million payment schedule:
ñThe problem is what happens if the ACCC effort fails, 
and no funds are available to pay off the remainder? The 
$12.2 million is the minimum cash required to stabilize 
the bonds held by the University, which are controlled 
by several banks. The banks require guarantees that the 
funds can be repaid. If the ACCC effort fails (which 
we do not foresee, and fervently hope will not occur) 
then the assets held by the ACCC revert back to Antioch 
University. The only recourse the University would have 
to reclaim the funds it is due from the ACCC would be 
to foreclose on the assets -- but in this case the assets 
would be in the hands of the University, and it would be 
forced to foreclose on itself. The banks will not tolerate 
this.  So what is needed is for some wealthy donor (or 
combination thereof) to pledge that in the case of such 
a default, that person or persons would guarantee the 
funds.ò

ACCC negotiator David Goodman stated ñWe 
were fully prepared to provide the University with 
not one, but two forms of security: a mortgage on the 
campus, and a provision that the College and its assets 
would revert to the University if the ACCC were unable 

	 By Alex Mette
The Coretta Scott King Center for Cultural and Intellectual Freedom has 

been in a part of Antioch College since 2005.  Its roots can be traced back to an essay 
written in 2004 by Antioch alumni, Everette Freeman, entitled ñToward Community: 
A Plan for Embedding Cultural and Intellectual Freedom Into the Fabric of Antioch 
College.ò  Coretta Scott King gave Antioch College permission to use her name 
later that same year.  Now the connection between the college and the CSKC has 
meant that it is scheduled to close June 30, 2008.  Furthermore, according to Dr. 
Dana Patterson, director of the center since 2006, the use of Kingôs name was a gift 
given to the school, and as such Antioch remains the only entity with legal rights to 
its use.  The universityôs position regarding the CSKC is one of disinterest.  Following 
statements expressing that, the Alumni Board voiced their support for the Center.  
Indeed, several members of the Alumni Board helped to start the CSKC, according 
to Nikki Novak an employee of the Center.  Funding has not been largely available 
though to support the continued operations of the CSKC, and as such, legal questions 
surrounding intellectual property management remain of secondary importance.  

Dr. Patterson expressed her sadness that the full potential of the center 
was unable to be seen.  From the beginning the CSKC has been very active in 
sponsoring campus events that promote the ideals of nonviolence, equality, and 
social justice.  Furthermore, they provide scholarships for individuals pursuing those 
values.  Ultimately, the Center was to have two full time endowed faculty chairs in 
the Humanities as well as to provide scholarships to ýrst generation students from 
impoverished urban communities.    However, the suspension of operations of the 
college has meant a similar fate for the CSKC.  Novak noted that while the majority 
of the budget for the CSKC comes from the college, if the funds could be raised, the 
Center could continue its operations, though admittedly in a much lesser capacity.  
One reason for this is that the center has been unable to request individuals from the 

Americorps Vista program, such as current employee Menelek Alexander, due to the 
uncertainty surrounding the collegeôs future.  Furthermore, fundraising campaigns 
such as The Gala Fundraiser were canceled because of ethical concerns about the 
feasibility of the college.  However, the Center will continue some of its programs 
beyond the date of ofýcial closure in June.  The Delta Skymiles program will continue 
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Negotiations for Immediate Independence Collapse; 
One Final Offer Remains

The Future of the Coretta Scott King Center

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12




